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WEST MICHIGAN REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 

MEETING MINUTES 

September 18, 2020 
9:30 a.m. 
Via Zoom 

 

1.  Call to Order.  J. Sandy, WMRPC Chair, called the meeting to order at 9:35 a.m.  
  

2.  Roll Call: 

Paula Priebe  – City of Big Rapids 
Jennifer Cochran – City of Big Rapids 
Kristin Turkelson – City of Grand Rapids 
David Hodges, Vice-Chair – Ionia County 
Paul Bullock, Treasurer – Mecosta County 
Jim Sandy, Chair – Mecosta County Development Corporation 
Mike Scott – Montcalm County 
Dan Massy – Osceola County 
Roger Elkins  – Osceola County 
Paul Sachs – Ottawa County 
Nicole Hofert – City of Wyoming 
David Jackson – Barry County 
Jennifer Heinzman – Barry County Chamber of Commerce and Economic Development 
Alliance  
 

Staff: 
David Bee – Director 
Nancy Murphy – Administrative Assistant 
 

Guests: 
Sue DeVries – MEDC (Michigan Economic Development Corporation) 
Casey Ries – Gerald R. Ford International Airport 

 

3.  Approval of Agenda 

An item for Airport Membership was added to the September 18, 2020 Agenda. 
 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY D. Hodges to approve the amended agenda for September 18, 

2020.  SUPPORTED BY D. Jackson.  MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

4.  Public Comments 

None. 

 

5.  Approval of Minutes 
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A MOTION WAS MADE BY D. Jackson to approve the minutes for the January 17, 2020, 

Commission meeting as presented.  SUPPORTED BY M. Scott.  MOTION APPROVED 

UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

6.  General Business 

a.  Administrative Matters  

Financial Statement  

The Financial Statement, which covers Fiscal Year 2020 – October 1, 2019 through August 
31, 2020, was included in the meeting packet.  D. Bee reviewed the statement.  Our office 
has had a “social distancing” work schedule since mid-March, so our revenues have been 
down because we are not spending as much or billing funding agencies as much.  We 
continue to have expenses like salaries and benefits, and office rent (included in Office 
Costs). 
 
The Status of Grant Programs includes EDA , which is a calendar year grant.  The last three 
months of EDA 2019 are part of the current Fiscal Year, and we spent all of our allocation.  
EDA 2020 is at 77.6 percent so far.  We also have been charging expenses to the CARES 
Act grant since July of this year.  The MDOT programs are on a Fiscal Year basis.  The 
Rural Task Force work is concentrated in the first three months of the Fiscal Year, and all 
funds have been spent.  MDOT Planning is at about 60 percent.  The Asset Management 
work on road ratings was cancelled for this year, and that funding will be carried over to the 
next Fiscal Year.  Our Fund Balance continues to be good. 
 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY P. Priebe to accept and place on file the Financial Statement 

for the period of October 1, 2019 through August 31, 2020.  SUPPORTED BY D. Massy.  

MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

Proposed FY 2021 Budget 

The proposed budget for the next Fiscal Year was included with the meeting materials.  FY 
2021 covers the period from October 1, 2020 through September 30, 2021.  D. Bee 
reviewed the budget’s line items.  He noted that the large increase in Revenues is due to 
the EDA CARES Act grant amount of $125,000 each for two years, starting July 2020.  
Salaries were also increased due to the new EDA grant.  We will hire an additional staff 
person who will focus on MDOT programs while our current Planner works on CARES grant 
activities. 
 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY M. Scott to adopt the WMRPC Budget for Fiscal Year October 

1, 2020 through September 30, 2021.  SUPPORTED BY P. Priebe.  MOTION PASSED 

UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

Approval of 2020 Interim CEDS Report 

D. Bee said that the CEDS Committee adopted the 2020 Interim CEDS Report at their 
August meeting.  The 2020 Interim CEDS updates the information and projects in the last 
five-year CEDS in 2017.  The 2020 report also includes projects for the CARES Act grant.   
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Starting on page 9, there is a list of all projects that were submitted by the counties.  Three 
projects have been submitted to EDA, one in Barry County (the first ever) and two in Ottawa 
County.  In 2021, we will be able to submit more projects based on regular EDA grant 
funding.  The employment data show the dramatic impact of this year’s national health and 
financial crises.  The unemployment rate quadrupled compared to the trend line. 
 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY M. Scott to approve the “2020 Interim Report to the 2017 
Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy”, for submission to the Economic 

Development Administration.  SUPPORTED BY N. Hofert.  MOTION APPROVED 

UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

Nominating Committee for 2021 WMRPC Officers 

J. Sandy said that he will step down as Chair in 2021, so the Nominating Committee will 
need to include a new person for that position in their process.  D. Bee said that a memo 
included with today’s meeting materials details the history of both the Nominating and the 
Executive Committees members.  The Nominating Committee will establish a slate of 
candidates for the 2021 Officers, and will make a presentation at the December 
Commission meeting.  Elections will be held in January 2021.   
 
D. Massy said he is willing to be a Nominating Committee member.  Last year’s Committee 
included Frank Garcia (Ottawa County) and Ray Steinke (Mecosta County).  J. Sandy said 
he would ask both Frank and Ray if they are amenable to also be on this year’s Committee. 
 

Airport Membership 

The Executive Committee discussed the option of the Gerald R. Ford International Airport 
becoming a full member of the WMRPC.  No dues would be involved – there is no 
population basis for dues calculations.  We would invite them to be a member because they 
are an important resource with a significant impact on the region. 
 
Casey Ries, representing the Airport, attended today’s meeting and he said that the Airport 
is very unique and serves all of the region.  They are very engaged with surrounding 
communities.  A non-voting role would be appropriate. 
 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY K. Turkelson to offer non-voting membership to the Gerald R. 

Ford International Airport.  SUPPORTED BY D. Massy.  MOTION PASSED 

UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

b.  Round Table / Regional Issues 

Nicole Hofert – City of Wyoming.  A lot is going on in Wyoming.  The City’s master plan is 
out for review until mid-October.  They have had workshops and open houses to gather 
public comments about the plan.  The Planning Commission has a new industrial park 
development. 
 
Dan Massy – Osceola County.  A manufacturing facility in Evart closed, but their building is 
getting a lot of attention.  Reed City is setting up a commercial district so they can get a 
grocery store, which is needed. 
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David Jackson – Barry County.  They are working on a plan for the jail.  The County 
Commission has been busy.  They are all set for a millage vote in November.  Thornapple 
Manor has 60 assisted living units.  Work has started on a project in Middleville. 
 
Jennifer Heinzman – Barry County.  The Chamber of Commerce and Economic 
Development Alliance voted to merge.  A road project in Middleville is wrapping up. 
 
Kristin Turkelson – City of Grand Rapids.  The City continues to be very busy.  There has 
been a decrease in the value of developments, but they expect the value to come back up 
during the future economic recovery, and they are working on preparations for the recovery 
process.  They are also working on their master plan, identifying issues and gathering 
comments. 
 
Paul Sachs – Ottawa County.  There’s a lot going on in the County.  There’s a new farmer 
venture program, more Transfer of Development Rights opportunities, work on broadband, 
and work on ground water issues.  The Spoonville Trail will be complete this fall.  The trail is 
a connection of north and south trails, going through a golf course. 
 
Paula Priebe – City of Big Rapids.  The City has the final report on the housing market 
study.  They will start meetings with the City Commission and other groups to review 
affordable housing options. 
 
Roger Elkins – Eagles grocery store in Reed City will be open in early 2021.  A business in 
their industrial park closed.  They approved a variance to double the size of cannabis sales; 
they want to be a major distributor in the state.  County parks had a good year.  The Road 
Commission has a lot of projects. 
 
Paul Bullock – Mecosta County.  The Dragon Trail has been in the news.  Fifteen miles of 
the 47-mile trail, including several bridges, will be completed this year.  There are 
discussions about issues south of Big Rapids.  They are talking about a possible 
roundabout at Ferris State University (FSU). 
 
Mike Scott – Montcalm County.  The County has a new Administrator, Brenda Taeter.  The 
Building Department is issuing a lot of permits for solar and wind energy projects, primarily 
solar, with 20 to 22 more towers.  The future looks good for renewable energy. 
 
Sue DeVries – MEDC.  There is still funding available for the local match of COVID 
recovery projects.  They can pay 50 percent of the match, with a cap of $250,000.  There 
have not been many proposals to date and although there is still money there, it will be 
gone if people wait too long. 
 
Jim Sandy – Mecosta County.  He talked about resource grants and the CARES Act and 
MEDC.  There will be more closures of small businesses by the end of the year.  FSU is 
back in session, but things are different than usual.  Golf courses have had a great year.  
Tourism in general is up this year, except for hotels. 
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Sue DeVries asked if communities are planning on applying for available funds.  D. Bee 
said that he will check to see if everyone is aware of the funding, and who is moving 
forward. 
 

c.  Staff Updates  

The CEDS process is moving forward.  He has been working with the CARES Act, still 
primarily with the administrative process.  There will be no Asset Management road ratings 
in 2020 due to COVID.  The funding and project work will be shifted to 2021.  MAR 
(Michigan Association of Regions) has been meeting virtually; nothing new to report.  We 
completed the public participation part of the Big Rapids Township master plan.  We have a 
“social distancing” office schedule.  The office is staffed full-time, with two people working 
alternate days; Dave has been working at home.  The FY 2020 audit is all set to happen; 
the auditor will present a report to the Commission at the January 2021 meeting. 
 

7.  Unscheduled Business 

None. 
 

8.  Adjournment 

The Chair adjourned the meeting at 10:35 a.m. 
 
 


